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1. Objectives of the Call for Proposals 
Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is currently recognized as a major sociosanitary issue that requires 

a multidisciplinary and integrated approach. It is becoming increasingly relevant due to the 

morbidity and mortality associated with the patients affected, so early detection of the disease 

is a priority; it is estimated that approximately 698 million people suffer from the disease 

worldwide, with more than 19 million new cases per year. 

In Spain, the results of the Nutrition and Cardiovascular Risk Study (ENRICA) shows a prevalence 

of Chronic Kidney Disease (at any of its stages) of 15.1% for the general population, similar to a 

prevalence of 14.4% for the population attended at primary care in the IBERICAN study 

(identification of the Spanish population at Cardiovascular and Renal Risk). Both studies show 

an increase in prevalence with age and with cardiovascular disease. 

Patients with Chronic Kidney Disease have an increased risk of premature death from any cause 

compared to the general population, even in the early stages of the disease. It has been the 

second fastest growing cause of death in the decade 2006-2016 (30% growth) and this is 

projected to increase to become the second leading cause of death by the year 2100 nationally.  

The real-life data currently available demonstrates how Chronic Kidney Disease profoundly 

affects the quality of life of patients and their families or caregivers, with significant physical and 

emotional impact. Therefore, multidisciplinary support covering all aspects of the pathology is 

necessary.  

From a clinical point of view, early detection and diagnosis is essential, as it is a silent pathology, 

symptoms first start to manifest at advanced stages. Classically, the emphasis has been placed 

on the monitoring of risk factors such as hypertension, glycemic control, dyslipidemia, obesity, 

and other cardiovascular implications. 

This Open innovation call aims to support the development of projects that, through 

technology, will help reduce the burden of Chronic Kidney Disease thanks to an early 

diagnosis. 

At AstraZeneca, we are convinced that technology can improve the prevention of future 

diseases. The capability of digital technologies to improve early diagnosis is already a reality, and 

the healthcare sector is rapidly evolving thanks to such disruptive technologies. The goal of early 

diagnosis technology is to improve well-being and detect diseases early, even before the first 

symptoms appear or complications arise from the disease.  

Early diagnosis through technology is helping to shape the future of healthcare by enabling fast 

and efficient testing close to the patient - even at their own homes - and allowing a better 

monitoring and tracking of the patient, thanks to the patient's own data. Other examples are 

predictive tests based on clinical and genetic data, assisted by artificial intelligence or machine 

learning, wearable devices or biosensors that can collect relevant information, analyzed in real 

time to later be interpreted into a clinical decision, clinical diagnostic aid tools designed to help 

sift through huge amounts of digital data, and guiding in the next steps of patient care. 

These are some examples that could help diagnose and intervene early Chronic Kidney Disease, 

slowing its progression and potentially reducing the risk of cardiovascular complications and 
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hence, prolonging the patient's life. The wide range of technologies available represent a natural 

call to action to ensure Chronic Kidney Disease screening and early diagnosis of population at 

highest risk of CKD, including patients with type 2 diabetes, hypertension, and cardiovascular 

disease. 

Currently, Chronic Kidney Disease is defined by the presence of alterations in renal structure or 

function for a period of more than 3 months with health consequences regardless of the cause. 

The key parameters for assessing the presence of Chronic Kidney Disease can be any of the 

following if they persist for a period of more than 3 months:  

▪ Decrease of GFR (glomerular filtration rate) below 60 ml/min/1.73m2. 

▪ Markers of renal damage or injury, where we would highlight:   

o Albuminuria (ACR > 30 mg/g; UAE: > 30 mg/24 h). 

o Proteinuria (PR/CR > 150 mg/g; EPU > 150 mg/24h) 

o Histologic alterations in renal biopsy 

o Alterations in the urinary sediment 

o Structural alterations detected by imaging techniques 

o Hydro-electrolytic or other tubular disorders 

o History of renal transplantation 

▪ Note: if the patient has a filtration rate greater than 60 ml/min/1.73m2, the presence 

of renal injury markers is essential to classify them as having CKD. 

The above key parameters might serve our target innovators and entrepreneurs as key 

indicators for the development of the technology-enabled solution for early diagnosis of Chronic 

Kidney Disease.  

Reference: García-Maset R, et al. Nefrología, 2021, ISSN 0211-6995, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nefro.2021.07.010. 

2. Theme Priorities 
This open innovation call aims to identify technology-enabled solutions for the early diagnosis 
of Chronic Kidney Disease. Basic, clinical, and translational research projects with the intention 
of obtaining new scientific knowledge are excluded.  

Priority will be given to digital innovation projects aimed at the development of products, 
services, or processes for the early detection of Chronic Kidney Disease using technologies such 
as:  

▪ Digital Biomarkers 

▪ Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning  

▪ Big Data Analytics, software, or technological solutions for data management. 

▪ Wearables 

▪ Medical devices  
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▪ Connected care 

▪ Internet of Things (IoT/IoMT) 

3. Project Requirements 
All individuals or legal entities that have a functional prototype or a disruptive product or service 

that meet the requirements described in this section and that belong to: 

▪ Technology-based companies (EBTs in Spanish) arising from the business, academic or 

health field 

▪ Startups or small-medium sized companies recently created 

▪ Scaleups or small-medium companies with a validated business model  

▪ Health research institutes accredited by ministerial order 

▪ Public healthcare entities and institutions with or without clinical assistance activity: 

Hospitals, primary care centers, other healthcare centers and units of the healthcare 

administration 

▪ Private not-for-profit health entities and institutions linked or subsidized to the SNS 

(national heal system) 

▪ PROs (OPIs in Spanish) as defined in article 47 of Law 14/2011, of June 1 

▪ Public universities, university institutes and private universities with proven R&D 

capacity and activity, in accordance with the provisions of the current Organic Law 

6/2001, of December 21, 2001, on Universities 

▪ Other public R&D centers, other than PROs, linked to or dependent on the General State 

Administration or other public administrations and their agencies, regardless of their 

legal form 

▪ Public and private non-profit entities that carry out and/or manage R&D activities, 

generate scientific or technological knowledge, or facilitate its application and transfer 

Additional considerations:  

▪ Applicants may submit multiple proposals but may only participate in one winning 

proposal 

▪ All Applicants are welcomed, regardless of race, origin, age, gender, beliefs, religion and 

sexual orientation    

▪ The projects may be original or a work in progress, if they have not been fully subsidized 

by any other aid 

▪ Applicants must be linked to the applicant companies or institutions either by statute, 

employment contract or other form of collaboration. They may also be linked to the 

R&D&I managing entities of their institutions in accordance with legislation 

▪ Applicants must have a statement of compliance with the submission of the application 

by their institution. 
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▪ Funded researchers and institutions shall comply with the ALLEA Code of Research 

Integrity ALLEA-European-Code-of-Conduct-for-Research-Integrity-2017-1.pdf. 

▪ The Organization may exclude Applicants who, originally or unexpectedly, do not 

comply with any of these requirements, losing any option to participate in the Open 

Innovation call and without the right to raise claims to AstraZeneca  

▪ Likewise, it will be essential that all Applicants are up to date with their obligations with 

the Public Administration and that they have no outstanding debts with any 

governmental entity at any level 

▪ The data provided by the Applicants when registering must be truthful, otherwise they 

will be automatically excluded from the process 

▪ AstraZeneca will not be responsible for the lack of transparency and truthfulness of 

Applicants and responsibility will be assumed entirely by the Applicant 

4. Evaluation Criteria 
Projects will be evaluated solely by the information provided in the application and the following 

six dimensions will be analyzed: 

▪ Technology: The project's use of technology will be evaluated, with priority being given 
to those that have a differential technology 

▪ Value proposition: The ability to provide the patient or the health system with a 
product/service that is clearly identified as a need to accelerate, improve or detect 
Chronic Kidney Disease early and that is not currently covered 

▪ Potential for improvement in health care and QoL: The quality of the diagnostic aid for 
the health professional, the improvement of the care process in terms of diagnostic 
efficiency through technology, and the potential impact in terms of benefit to the 
patient in terms of improved quality of life (QoL) will be assessed. A high potential will 
be positively valued 

▪ Project maturity degree: The degree of development and progress of the project prior 
to the Call for Proposals will be evaluated. Projects with completed regulatory processes 
(CE marking) and a high degree of maturity and development will be positively valued 

▪ Viability: A viable project plan in economic-financial terms, feasibility for the 
implementation and time will be positively valued 

▪ Degree of innovation: It will be valued to offer a clearly differentiated and improved 
product to the healthcare ecosystem compared to existing solutions 

Participants with a product, service or process that match our requierements will be invited to 
an in-person or virtual pitch session to present their project to a Selection Committee, on a date 
yet to be determined (autumn 2022).  

5. Evaluation process 
Interested Applicants must submit their proposal through the web platform 

ckdchallenge.astrazeneca.es. To do so, they must fill out the corresponding participation form, 

attaching to their application as much information as required or considered of interest. 
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The scientific-technical evaluation will be carried out by a panel of experts. 

An overall score will be assigned, and a prioritized list of projects will be drawn up to 

subsequently select the pre-selected projects.  

The shortlisted projects will be asked to “pitch” their proposal before a Selection Committee 

that will act as a jury of the shortlisted projects.  

The resolution of the selected project will be published on the website www.astrazeneca.es and 

communicated through the e-mail provided by the applicant institution.  

The submission of applications implies the authorization by the applicant institutions, 

entrepreneurs, and researchers who could be beneficiaries of this open innovation, the 

publication of information about the project, the name and logo of the institutions and the 

participating research teams in various media (online or paper) for non-commercial 

dissemination. 

The dates and phases of the process will be as follows:  

▪ Opening of the Call: June 8th, 2022. 

▪ Application deadline: September 8th, 2022 

▪ Communication of shortlisted candidates: September 20th, 2022 

▪ Pitch to the Selection Committee: October 10th, 2022 

▪ Communication of finalists: October 14th, 2022 

▪ Selection of the winner: Day to be determined, October 2022 

*Note: The Organization reserves the right to suspend, extend and/or modify the 

deadline for submission of applications, in which case it will be communicated in due 

time. 

6. Benefits 
A winning project will be selected from among the participants according to the criteria of the 
Selection Committee.  

The winning project could benefit from:  

▪ Ad-hoc partnership with AstraZeneca Spain for the funding and development of the 
project pilot within the Spanish Healthcare System. €40,000 will be granted, primarily 
for the funding of the pilot. The partnership and the development of the pilot will be 
agreed on separate terms to this Call for Proposals.  

▪ The project will be shared with our global network of Innovation Hubs (A. Catalyst 
Network). A successful pilot could be piloted or escalated internationally   

▪ The A. Catalyst network will provide the winner access to international subject matter 
experts and partners (tech, academic, investors, etc.) from Innovation Hubs around the 
world 
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▪ Access to AstraZeneca Spain’s network of healthcare experts, opinion leaders and other 
health sector professionals who will guide the development of the project through 
mentoring sessions and advisory boards 

▪ Access to AstraZeneca Spain’s experts in different technological areas, as well as 
technical support to the projects through our technology partners. 1-to-1 mentoring 
with professionals from AstraZeneca and its innovation ecosystem and partners 

▪ Access and connection to investors through our innovation ecosystem in Spain 

▪ Business development opportunities through access to AstraZeneca Spain business units 
and professionals, by conducting meetings to discuss project opportunities and 
challenges 

▪ Brand recognition, dissemination and communication of the alliance and the project 
throughout the innovation ecosystem 

7. Data Protection 
AstraZeneca Farmacéutica Spain S.A. (hereinafter, "AstraZeneca") is responsible for the 
processing of the personal data provided by the entities participating in this call for proposal 
which will be used to enable and manage their participation in the Call, in accordance with these 
rules. 

The legal basis for the processing is the legitimate interest of AstraZeneca in: 

Process the professional location data (contact data and data related to the function or position 
held) of the natural persons who, providing their services in the participating entities, contact 
AstraZeneca to enable and manage their participation in the Call. 

To process the identification and curricular data of the research teams provided by the 
participating entities, for the purpose of enabling and managing their participation in the Call, 
in accordance with these rules. 

The participating entities undertake to communicate the full content of this section on data 
protection to the interested parties specified above. 

The data will be processed and retained in accordance with our privacy and data retention policy 
available at www.astrazeneca.es and may be communicated: to Public Administrations for 
compliance with legal obligations; to the selection committee so that it can fulfill its functions 
specified in these rules; to other companies of the AstraZeneca Group of companies for the 
purposes of support and control in the development of the Call for Proposals. 

In addition, the data may be processed by the following categories of data processors: electronic 
communications and office automation providers, as well as communication agencies. Data 
subjects may exercise their rights of access, rectification, erasure, restriction of processing, data 
portability and objection by visiting www.astrazenecapersonaldataretention.com. Data subjects 
may also lodge a complaint with the Spanish Data Protection Agency if they deem it appropriate. 

AstraZeneca has appointed a data protection officer, who can be contacted at 
privacy@astrazeneca.com. 


